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M AN' S UNDERWEAR 

The present invention relates to man's underwear which term is 
intended to encompass not only conventional underwear but also bathing wear or 
even pyjamas. 

There are many designs for man's underwear and in many designs 
there is a front opening which may differ in location and construction depending 
on whether or not the underwear in question is boxer shorts or briefs. However, 
it is common that the opening will be directed to one side or the other. This is 
more clearly described in US-A-5,029,345. 

The present invention provides man's underwear having a front 
panel attached at the waistband and the crotch area but unconnected along its side 
edges whereby to permit access from either the left hand or right hand side. 

In order that the present invention may be more readily understood, 
embodiments thereof will now be described by way of example with reference to 
the accompanying drawing, in which:- 

Figure 1 shows front and rear elevations of one design of underwear; 

and 

Figure 2 shows front and rear views of another design. 

In the accompanying drawings, the same reference numerals are used 
for the same parts. Figure 1 shows a first design of man's underwear in the form 
of shorts having an elasticated waistband 10 and side panels 1 1 and 12 which form 
the legs of the shorts. A centre back panel 13 is sewn to the side panels 1 1 and 12 
together with a crotch portion 14. With the construction thus far, there is a 
relatively wide generally trapezoidal opening 15 which is shown in dotted lines in 
the left hand view of Fig 1 and this opening is covered by a panel 16 which is 
attached to the waistband 10 and to the crotch panel 14 but is left unattached ie not 
permanently stitched to the shorts along its lateral edges 16a and 16b to allow 
access to the trapezoidal opening 15 from either side. 



If desired, the edges 16a and 16b of the panel 16 can be temporarily 
attached to the remainder of the shorts by means of buttons or Velcro fastenings, 
for example. 

Figure 2 shows a slightly different design where the front panel 16 
has two shaped inner panels 16b and a plain outer panel. 
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CLAIMS: 

1 . Man's underwear having a front panel attached at the waist band and the 
crotch area but unconnected along its side edges whereby to permit access from 

5 either the left hand side or right hand side. 

2. Underwear as claimed in Claim 1, wherein one or both sides are 
provided with means for temporarily attaching the front panel to the remainder 
of the underwear. 

10 

3. Underwear as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the front panel is provided 
with shaped edges, 

4. Man's underwear substantially as hereinbefore described with reference 
1 5 to Figures 1 or 2 of the accompanying drawings. 
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